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IT was the support from their fam-
ily and friends which kept the
team from SMKWarisan Puteri
going. And thanks to their support,
they were named champions in
the Upper Secondary category in
the RHB-The Star Mighty Minds
Challenge 2015 at the Negri
Sembilan state level held last
weekend.
“We plan to use part of our prize

money to treat our supporters to a
meal,” said Hisyamuddin Khairul.
The team from SMKWarisan

Puteri in Seremban comprise all
17-year-olds who are in Form Five.
“The competition was a great

experience, but we definitely have
to be better prepared for the
finals,” said Mohammad Ali
Mohamad Nasrin.
“We’ve been busy with various

activities and left it to last-minute
work for the state challenge. But
we’ll have to start preparations
soon if we want to do well in the
finals.”
Their English teacher Sasileha

Jusuniah said the win would bring
some glory to the seven-year-old
school.
“The school started off and still

is one that nobody recognises, so
their win is something to be proud
of,” said Sasileha who has been
taking her students for the Mighty
Minds Challenge for the past few
years.
In the Upper Secondary catego-

ry, SMK Bukit Mewah took second
prize, while SMK Seremban 2
came in third. SMK Chan Wa took
the fourth spot while SMK St Paul
came in fifth.
Practice makes perfect. That

habit held true for the team from
SMK St Paul in Seremban, who
attributed it to helping them win
the RHB-The Star Mighty Minds
Challenge 2015 in the Lower
Secondary category at the Negri
Sembilan state level.

“We practised building our
hands-on project and on our pres-
entation, and did plenty of online
quizzes on general knowledge,”
said Naviinesh Morgan, whose
other teammates were Kaarthik
Mahindran and Kaysern Kumar
Saravanan.
“Our parents also helped in

ensuring we were prepared, such
as my father who coached us on
our presentation.”
The team did well in the buzzer

quiz segment, which allowed them
to edge out their competition.
“We felt like the underdogs in

the initial stage, but our confi-
dence grew as each stage pro-
gressed.
“However, we’ll need to read

the newspapers more often to
brush up on our general knowl-
edge and practise our presentation
for better clarity and confidence
before the finals,” said Kaarthik,
who enjoys reading up on history.
The 15-year-old Form Three

boys collectively agreed that they
would save the money from their

win for their education.
The second place in the Lower

Secondary category went to MRSM
Gemencheh, followed by SMK
King George in third place. The
fourth and fifth spots went to two
teams from SMK Tinggi Port
Dickson.
“The participants really need to

improve on their general knowl-
edge, such as by reading the news-
papers,” said RHB Bank Berhad
Seremban branch manager
Norhanizam Jamil, who observed
that many fared poorly in the
buzzer quiz.
“They should also practise their

presentation skills, as some
couldn’t complete theirs within
the designated time.”
Besides brushing up on current

affairs, Star Media Group Events
manager Victor Cheong advised
students to attempt as many ques-
tions as they could in the buzzer
quiz.
“That segment contributes some

30% to the overall score and even
upsets the order of things. One

school that had been leading in
the earlier stages lost out because
the students barely tried answer-
ing the quiz questions,” he said.
Meanwhile, SMK Datuk Ahmad

Maher and Tumpat Mara Junior
Science College are this year’s win-
ners of the Kelantan state-level
RHB-The Star Mighty Minds com-
petition.
In the closely contested competi-

tion, SMK Datuk Ahmad Maher
took the top spot in the upper sec-
ondary category while Tumpat
Mara Junior Science College was
the winner in the lower second-
ary category.
SMK Zainab 1 and SMK Chong

Hwa grabbed the second spot in
the upper and lower secondary
categories respectively while SM
Sains Tengku Muhammad Faris
Petra and a second team from the
Tumpat Mara Junior Science
College took third placing.
SMK Datuk Ahmad Maher trio

of Alya Syafiqah Hanzah, Nur
Athirah Zailan and Nuezzate
Mohammed Hatta were elated,

and attributed their triumph to
their science teacher Muhammad
Zaidi.
“That is why we will be sharing

our purse with our teacher, to
show our appreciation for his
constant advice on how to beat
our opponents,” said Alya
Syafiqah.
Nur Athirah said she would not

be spending her prize money but
would save it for a rainy day.
Tumpat Mara Junior Science

College winning teammembers
Syamil Ikhwan Norazman, Wan
Noor Adriana Shuhada Wan
Faisham Numan and Ashraf Noor
IlhamMohd Nasir were surprised
to beat seasoned schools that had
taken part many times in the com-
petition that is in its seventh year.
“I plan to save my winnings and

consider it a bonus for me this
year,” said Ashraf Noor Ilham.
The prizes were presented by

RHB area manager for Kelantan
and Terengganu Aminuddin
Ahmad Napiah and Star Media
Group assistant manager (events
and business unit) Christine
Darlington.
The competition is jointly

organised by Star Media Group
Berhad (formerly known as Star
Publications (M) Bhd) and RHB
Banking Group.
The champion teams for each

category took home RM5,000 per
team, followed by RM2,000 for
second, RM1,000 for third, RM500
for fourth and RM300 for fifth
placing.
The top three schools per cate-

gory also brought home a projec-
tor (first place), an air purifier
(second place) and a 32” LED tele-
vision (third place).
After the 14 state challenges are

complete, all champions will make
their way to the Klang Valley for
the National Finals.
For details, contact The Star’s

Customer Care Unit at 03-7967
1777/ 1703 or visit www.thestar.
com.my/mightyminds

THE 13th leg of the RHB-The Star
Mighty Minds Challenge 2015 will
be held at SMK Keat Hwa in Alor
Setar, Kedah on Aug 29.
Now in its seventh year, the com-

petition is jointly organised
by Star Media Group
Berhad (formerly
known as Star
Publications
(Malaysia) Berhad)
and RHB Banking
Group.
Students will be challenged on

their knowledge of current events
and the ability to build an innova-
tive model based on a theme. It
helps if they have oratory skills
and a good dose of creativity.
The competition is for both

lower secondary and upper sec-
ondary school students.
There are four categories in the

state challenge – multiple choice
questions, hands-on challenge, oral
presentation skills and buzzer quiz.
The hands-on challenge is where

teams design a model based on a
given theme (see below) and on the

RHB-The Star
Mighty Minds
microsite (www.
thestar.com.my/
mightyminds).
The champions of

the state challenge in both catego-
ries will then represent their
respective states in the National
Challenge to be held in the Klang
Valley.
Teams (comprising three stu-

dents each) will be given one hour
to build an original, innovative
model in response to the themes
below.
The themes may be interpreted

literally or figuratively, but should
be aimed at resolving a problem in
our society. The best models will
offer a positive impact either on an
identified customer or on the envi-
ronment.
Since each team is required to

explain their respective model to
the judges, be proactive and brush
up on your oral presentation skills
as well.
On the day of the competition,

only the top 10 teams for each cate-
gory in the Multiple Choice
Question Challenge will be eligible
to take part in the hands-on chal-
lenge. It takes effort, talent and pas-
sion to win but preparation is just
as important.
On completion of the hands-on

challenge, teams will be given
three minutes to present their
model to the panel of judges. Team
members will have one minute
each.
The models will be judged based

on the following:
* Understanding of the theme

and how it impacts society;
* The potential benefits of the

model and its marketability;

* The creative features of the
model.
Teams will also be judged on the

delivery style and language during
the oral presentation.
Lower Secondary
Theme:Meals on wheels –

Creating an innovative logistics
hub for the transportation of agri-
cultural products.
Upper Secondary
Theme: Fair Trade – Reducing

the trade in illegal goods and com-
modities along Malaysia’s borders.
Participants in both the Lower

Secondary and Upper Secondary
categories will be provided with a
standard tool kit for each hands-on
challenge.
You will be provided with a

standard tool kit containing the fol-
lowing:
Two pairs of scissors, 1 pen

knife, 1 tube of superglue, 1 tube of

common glue, 1 roll of masking
tape, 1 roll of cellophane tape, 1
roll of double-sided tape, 1 long
ruler, 1 screwdriver and 3 pairs of
gloves.
In addition, you will be provided

with simple, disposable materials
that you may use to construct your
model.
Be prepared to be innovative

and think on your feet when creat-
ing your model as some of the
items may need to be substituted.
The materials you may be pro-

vided with include:
Mounting board (30cm x 40cm),

manila paper (32cmx50cm), colour-
ed paper (21cm x 30cm), elastic
bands, popsicle sticks, empty min-
eral water bottle (500ml), small
plastic container with lid, square of
fabric, piece of netting, paper clips,
short length of string, straws, com-
pact disc, beads, balloons, plastic
bricks, chopsticks and a short
length of rubber hose.
* You will not be allowed to

bring in any material or tools of
your own.
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the champions: norhanizam (left) and Cheong (right) presenting the prizes to the team from SMK Warisan Puteri, which
were named champions in the upper Secondary category.
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